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it has not ufually fet the .example of public fpirit,. and 
whether its vigilance has not ufually proved the.fafe- 
guardof national freedom. But to the example of thefe 
"bodies that have openly deliberated on the queftion of 
Union, the lingular and novel fituation of this country 
at the prefentday, attaches a peculiar value. A vifible 
proof lias been hereby exhibited, that there no longer 
exifls an obftacle to the conflitutiorial meetings of the- 
people. I am well aware, that in thofe diftricts of the 
kingdom in which military law has been enforced, (and. 
flrange to fay, in fome parts, trials by court-martial do 
at this moment prevail) it has been generally believed,, 
that all affemblies of the people, convened even in their 
electoral capacity, and for constitutional objects, are 
fubjected to the control of military power ; and to 
this ftrange notion, joined to an equally Grange mif- 
conception of the convention act, I have little doubt, 
that the filence of' many, counties is, in fome degree to 
be imputed. Yes, my brother electors, from the er- 
roneous opinion on. this head, which fome have taken 
no fmall pains to encourage, do the partizans of the 
minifter expect their principal advantage, from your 
panic, and your mifapprehen lions alone do they hope 
fuccefs; but the array of military force cannot 'face 
down the- conftitution. Whilb that lafis no power can 
wreft ffbrn you the privilege of meeting to reftrict thole 
whom-, you have appointed your parliamentary guardi- 
ans. Military jurisdiction interferes not with your elcc- 
toral'nghis, it neither can, nor dare; and the conven- 
tion. bill, us appears both from the exprefs declaration, 
of Lord Clare';' and from the words of the bill 
itfelf, ivhilft it guards againft unlawful affemblies of 
delegated bodies undermining and ufurping the powers 
of parliament, moll carefully and explicitly provides,, 
that the antient and undoubted right of petition and re- 
mpnltrance, mould remain unimpaired— but if any be 
yet fp cautious, or rather fo timid, as to feek flill farther 
iatisfaction, on this head,, it is now furnilhcd by.the ac- 
tual exercile of that right> without, difturbance or ob- 
jection, under the very eye of the fupreme civil and 
jnilitary. power. One difficulty, I am aware, yet re- 
mains to impede your collective deliberations— the flie- 
riff of a county may be bafe enough to refufe compli- 
ance with- the wifhes of the Electors ; that this treach- 
erous abufe of the authority of this officer, has already 
been employed in fome cafes, to defeat the honefl in- 
tentionsiof the freeholder, there is reafon to believe- 
but needl remind you, that his authority has no legal 
c.ontroul over the exercife of your undoubted right- to 
affemble in your counties, for the purpofe of inftructing 
your reprefentatives. This right depends not for its 
exertion, on the permiffion of any officer whom the 
crown appoints. One word more, and I have done— 
when you affemble to deliberate, let me remind you 
that the magnitude of the queftion demands from you 
the moll ferious and temperate demeanour — the dignity, 
and firmnefs of your proceedings, will, I trull, be fuch 
as to lilence the moll unblulhing calumniators of liberty 
—let the glorious caufeof national independence, which 
fummons you to difctiffion, animate- you with fenti- 
rcients truly worthy of "it- — tumult and trepidation would 
ill befit a nation demanding its rights. — paflion, like ma- 



levolence, isthe child of weaknefs— fn a great people,, 
knowing their power tpbecommenfurate to their rights-,, 
it can have no place — Speak, then, with calmnefs^but 
with decifion, and corruption will fhrink from the 
found — .Speak, and you mull be heard! 

A FELLOW-ELECTOR- 



To the INHABITANTS of this CITY 
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Ai 



S it is now certainly known that the meafure of 
incorporating this kingdom with Great Britain, will this 
day be either directly or incidentally fubmitted to parlia- 
ment, we hold curfelves bound, as friends to good.order, 
and enemies to this meafure, to imprefs on the public,, 
the impropriety of violence or commotion. Let not the 
phrenzy of refentment, or the giddinefs of fudden feel- 
ing, prompt to any act, which may tend to overawe the 
deliberations of parliament, or give a reafon for intro- 
ducing a military force, to protect the reprefentative- 
body from the people. If there exifls a confpiracy 
again!! the independence of the legiflature of this king- 
dom, let the confpirators find no precedent, in the mif- 
taken zeal of Irifhmen. Be not deceived into the opi-*- 
nioh that one vote can be influenced againlt the meafure, 
by popular dillurbancc. No ! But the fury of a mob- 
may furnifh an argument to thofe who can in no other 
v/ay, than by the pretence of refilling it affect inde- 
pendence. Firm andconfeicmious men may be forced 
by popular threats to incline againlt the popular caufe, 
and to thofe who are fa|fe and deligning, the merit of 
oppoling tumult, may afford a plaufible excufe for their, 
conduct. Never yet did a riotous affembly ferve the 
caufe for which it was collected' ; but it frequently gave 
a pretext to the governing power, to llrengthen its hands, 
and enforce its meafures — Let the example of Scotland 
be a warning to us — The people of Edinburgh -rofe in 
all their power againfl the parliament. Hiflory relates 
the event — " The privy council ilfued a proclamation 
againfl riots— commanding all perfons to retire from the 
ftreets, whenever the drum Ihould beat, ordering the- 
guards to fire upon thofe who Ihould difobey this 
command, and indemnifying them from all profecution. 
for maiming and flaying thefubjects"* 

Let us remind you,., that great and dreadful as the ca- 
lamity is, with which you are threatened, it is yet but a 
profpect— It may, and we trull will, be prevented by 
that powerful band- of patriotic Iegiflators, who, we 
know, are ready to refill this daring and infolent at- 
tack on the conflitution of ourcountry. That the ex- 
ertions of thofe men — that the general indignation 
which it is now apparent the whole country entertains, 
and which has been in fo many inllances, already de- 
clared againfl' the meafure, in aconftitutional way— will 
ultimately defeat the attempt, and overwhelm its authors 
in everlafling infamy — >we have no doubt, provided the 
public opinion continues to declare itfelf in the fame 
bold, yet conftitutional, the fame manly and firm, 
tho' pacific and orderly manner, in which it has hitherto, 
fpoken. 

* Smollet— sol. z. — p. 92. 
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